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NOﬁaBem, Before Reading

Pre-reading concept reviews help enrich students’

ACtIVltu K|t learning experience!

For younger students (K-2nd):

After looking at the cover of the book and reading the title, ask students what they think Not a Bean is
about. Write their responses on chart paper.

Explain what a jumping bean is. If possible, show an example in class. Invite kids to share their experiences
playing with jumping beans and similar toys.

Write the number vocabulary listed in the back of the book on a whiteboard, with each Spanish word listed
next to its corresponding numeral. Distribute cards with numerals 1-10 and invite students to wave the
appropriate card in the air whenever the corresponding word appears in the book.

For older students (3rd-5th):

Based on the title and cover, ask students to describe what they think the book is about. Write their
responses on chart paper.

Have students discuss the following questions in small groups. Tape questions to a wall and ask students to
tape their answers beneath the questions.

e What is a life cycle?

e What are some examples of animal camouflage?

* Do you know how to count in Spanish or another language besides English?

Write a list of the number vocabulary presented in the book on a whiteboard (this list can be found at

the back of the book). Discuss as a class. Do students know these words? If they don’t know which word
corresponds to which number, how would they figure out the meaning of the word from context clues while
reading the book?

imi Charlesbridge 2



Wk Science: Moth Life Cycle
NO£ aBeQD Name: In the spaces below, draw the stages

of the jumping bean moth life cycle.

ACtIVltu Klt Date: Label each stage.

iai Charlesbridge




No{w aBeao

Activity Kit

Lanquage: Match the Words

Name:
Date:

Cut out the Spanish word cards below and
match them to their English meanings.
Tape them in place when you're confident

about your answer.

Caterpillar Sun Rattlesnakes
Clouds Crows Friends
Ovals Jumping Beans Stars
Oruga Estrellas Ovalos
Nubes Cascabeles Sol

Cuervos Frijoles Saltarines Amigos
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Language: Fill in the Blanks

N0£ QBCQD Name:

Date:
Activity Kit

Fill in the missing English word in the
following sentences from Not a Bean.

1. The seedpod is made of smaller pods, each a

that is NOT a bean.

2. The caterpillar eats the inside of its pod and drinks the

that seeps in.

3. The coyotes startle and

4. They look for washed up by the

rain.

d. At night, diez estrellas twinkle in the

WORD BANK
WATER SKY
RUN TREASURES

BEAN
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No{w aBeao

Activity Kit

V) — O DX MmO o
— O o o0 VW & — & m
M DO T rm h o ==2C o

UNO
DOS
TRES

Word Search (Spanish)

Name:

Date:
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Word Search (English)

Name:

Date:

No{w QBeao

Activity Kit
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‘Not G,M‘Onstep Before Reading

Activity Kit

Pre-reading concept reviews help enrich students’
learning experience!

For younger students (K-2nd):

After looking at the cover of the book and reading the title, ask students what they think Not a Monster is
about. Write their responses on chart paper.

Explain what an axolotl is. Discuss how it is like and unlike other familiar creatures, like salamanders, frogs,
lizards, and fish.

Write the color vocabulary listed in the back of the book on a whiteboard with each word listed in its
corresponding color. Distribute colored cards and invite students to wave the appropriately colored card in
the air whenever the corresponding word appears in the book. (For example: When you read “It escapes
the hungry carpa amarilla that eats everything in sight,” students will wave their yellow cards.)

For older students (3rd-5th):

Based on the title and cover, ask students to describe what they think the book is about. Write their
responses on chart paper.

Have students discuss the following questions in small groups. Tape questions to a wall and ask students to
tape their answers beneath the questions.

e What is a life cycle?

* What is an axolot!?

* Where do axolotls live?

Write a list of the color vocabulary presented in the book on a whiteboard (this list can be found at the
back of the book). Discuss as a class. Do students know these words? If they don't know which word
corresponds to which color, how would they figure out the meaning of the word from context clues while
reading the book?
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. M Science: Axolotl Life Cycle
Mot o Monsteh forme. !

HTH : In the spaces below, draw the stages of
ACtIWtu Klt Date: the axolotl life cycle. Label each stage.

iai Charlesbridge 9




Not a Monsig,.
Activity Kit

Lanquage: Match the Words

Name:

Date:

Cut out the Spanish word cards below and
match them to their English meanings. Tape
them in place when you're confident of your

answer.
Lake Sun Friends
Moon Gills Grandparents
Canals Legs City
Branquias Patas Canales
Amigos Luna Sol
Lago Ciudad Abuelos

imi Charlesbridge
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Language: Fill in the Blanks

J’Sﬁt" (o Monsteh Name:
Activity Kit Date:

Fill in the missing English word in the
following sentences from Not a Monster.

1. In the murky waters of a , at the

edge of a ciudad that was once a great empire, sits an egg.

2. It is an axolot|—a salamander that will never lose its
and fins like other salamanders.

3. There is a burst of life as the

begin to hatch.

4. It feasts on and small fish

that it finds among the water lilies.

5. The abuelos say one day the Aztec god of monstrous things

jumped into the and became an axolotl.
WORD BANK
LAKE GILLS
EGGS INSECTS
CANAL
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Activity Kit
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Word Search (Spanish)

Name:

Date:
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Activity Kit
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Word Search (English)

Name:

Date:

D HOKF T
APNIME
X T C 1T TY
0 0O NWML
L B 6 R A Y
0 YR L XK
I SEJRU
L HEGE M
QO MNCDL
GRAY RED

BLUE AXOLOTL

GREEN CITY




OV X UZC

CNHLDUJUSHYVXETILTC CTETDO
DCBAZBAJOLOTEUVIL

K EWOJOSHAMHDO
N AMPAB

K L S OO

F o

@)
P TROTUVCARUPAIBSTR

A DCGLY

B C B E

\

E

K J P HQ
S CARAVOTURAQS

L

Uu s

C A
AWL AM
S QV S

A
T

G OS S KEANZC
OVMXUZL BCA

OU YA
T SR NP

| H A F |
D CANALESG

Z RML K J

\

U

Y B XY EJ ZHUJHTILS SNA

A CIl UDAD
A S C ZB

S QR S OUA

v d

A

T B RANOQU I

o)

R
O

\%
1

:MW

", \.sﬁhﬁi./
./ %
O \

/ff.%\\

(%2) L
w o -
[
@) m m ow o)
03592853
Ox<S0o
Wu?fw —/
NN

O
M (7] M < \\\!J
20 8<52 \_/
z235083 o
= )
InmO=><<I=
O <O OO0

/Y

o N

> \)/,

//!\\

CANALES
BRANQUIAS
LUNA
PATAS
RAYO
CARPA
LIRIOS

o)

14

i Charlesbridge

(=



Jﬁ@h (o | MonSteh
Activity Kit

Color the Axolotls

Name:

Date:

iai Charlesbridge
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Not a Do

Before Reading

. . a Pre-reading concept reviews help enrich students’
ACt”“tU Klt learning experience!

For younger students (K-2nd):

After looking at the cover of the book and reading the title, ask students what they think Not a Dog is
about. Write their responses on chart paper.

Explain what a prairie dog is. As a class, compare and contrast prairie dogs with domestic dogs.

Write the shapes vocabulary listed in the back of the book on a whiteboard with each word listed next to a
drawing of its corresponding shape. Distribute cards with shape drawings and invite students to wave the
appropriate shape in the air whenever the corresponding word appears in the book. (For example: When
you read “Their bodies form a corazén.” students will wave the cards depicting a heart shape.)

For older students (3rd-5th):

Based on the title and cover, ask students to describe what they think the book is about. Write their
responses on chart paper.

Have students discuss the following questions in small groups. Tape questions to a wall and ask students to
tape their answers beneath the questions.

* What is a prairie dog?

e What other kinds of animals live in a prairie?

* Do you know the names of shapes in Spanish or a language other than English?

Write a list of the shapes vocabulary presented in the book on a whiteboard (this list can be found at

the back of the book). Discuss as a class. Do students know these words? If they don’t know which word
corresponds to which shape, how would they figure out the meaning of the word from context clues while
reading the book?
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Science: Prairie Dog Colony

” T Name: In the space below, draw a diagram of a

AthltU Klt Date: prairie dog colony. Label each room.
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Not a Do

Activity Kit

?

Lanquage: Match the Words

Name:

Date:

Cut out the Spanish word cards below and
match them to their English meanings. Tape
them in place when you're confident of your

answer.
Circulo Corazon Rombo
Cruz Cuadrado Luna
Flecha Tridngulo Rectangulos
Moon Arrow Circle
Heart Square Cross

Triangle Rectangles Rhombus

imi Charlesbridge
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Language: Fill in the Blanks

ot a DO Name:
” Activity Kit 0. Date:

Fill in the missing English word in the
following sentences from Not a Dog.

1. When the perrito is two weeks old, its
comes in.

2. The milk and fresh that its mama brings
are not enough.

J. Like all other prairie dogs, the perrito digs to extend its

4. According to the teacher on the school bus, prairie dogs
once built from here to Canada.

J. Protecting the perritos will protect many other
and save the shrinking grasslands.

WORD BANK

BURROW ANIMALS
FUR GRASS
COLONIES
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”ot a DOO_ Word Search (Spanish)

Activity Kit
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Not a Dog-

Activity Kit
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Word Search (English)

Name:

Date:
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”Ot a baa_ Maze

o , Name:
Activity Kit Date:
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